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Message

unesco

Beatrice Kaldun
Head of Office and
UNESCO Representative to Bangladesh

Since 1967, every year on 8 September, the world has come together to celebrate the International
Literacy Day tomark achievements towards a more literate and sustainable world, and to reiterate
theemancipating power of literacy for individuals, communities and societies.

Amid the pandemic, the International Literacy Day 2021 with the theme “Literacy for a human-centred
recovery: Narrowing the digital divide”, aims touphold the right to literacy and foster a resilient system
for the acquisition of literacy and digital skills.

The Covid-19 pandemic has affectedmillions of learners in Bangladesh with a long school closure which is
still being maintained. This situation has accelerated efforts in deploying distance learning to maintain
learning continuity which is a priority of the Government of Bangladesh.

Spearheading such efforts has been quick but not easy.Semi- and non-literate young people and adults
who tend to face intersecting disadvantages are at higher risk of being left behind.

We need to strengthen the integration of youth and adult literacy programmes into the national response
and recovery plan from a lifelong learning perspective and through narrowing the digital divide in
connectivity, infrastructure, and skills. And we need to emphasize the centrality of the interplay between
literacy and digital skillsto access information, sustain livelihoods and meaningfully participate in
digitalized learning, life and work.

On this International Day, UNESCO congratulates the Government of Bangladesh for its remarkable
achievements in literacy. UNESCO stands ready to provide continued support to the government in
achieving a resilient system for the acquisition of literacy and digital skills. i
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Beatrice Kaldun
Head of Office and
UNESCO Representative to Bangladesh
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